
 

 

 
Wellspring 2008: The 
Year in Review  
 
Whether it was math, reading, pottery, a 

Pistonôs game, Bible studies, or camping 

trips its been another great year here at 

Wellspring. Hereôs an update on our pro-

grams and some of the highlights of the 

year.  

 

Academic  
& Recreation Program  
 
Kumon Math & Reading  
 
Wellspring has run the math component of 

the Kumon program since 1993, and this 

past year we added the Kumon reading 

component. These two programs provide 

students in the Brightmoor/Old Redford 

community of northwest Detroit with a quality math and reading cur-

riculum. From January to December Wellspring served 66 students. 

Our math students cumula-

tively increased 119 grade 

levels in math skill, 

which averaged to 

about 1.8 per student. 

In reading, students 

together achieved  29 

grade level increases 

in reading/English 

skills, averaging  2  

grade level increases 

per student.  14 of 

our students have 

been part of the read-

ing component.  

Five of Wellspringôs students won 

awards at a regional Kumon honors 

ceremony for achieving 

a level half a year or 

more beyond their cur-

rent grade level in 

school. Several students 

achieved grade levels in 

math equivalent to their 

current grade levels in 

school for the first time. 

 
Recreation  

 
When it comes to play-

ing and having fun, no 

one could accuse any-

one here at Wellspring 

of failing. Students, 

staff, and teens partici-

pated in events like at-

tending a Pistonôs 

game, going on a col-

lege tour of Oakland 

University, and swim-

ming at the Oak Park 

community pool. Other activities in-

cluded team-building game days, pot-

tery mug making, and collecting maple 

sugar at U of M Dearbornôs environ-

mental center. 

 

 Alex doing his math work 

 On the court at the Pistonôs game 

 Deondra--one of our honor roll students  David works quietly in the main classroom 



Outdoor  
Recreation  

 
Wellspring wants young people to 

not only have the experience of 

enjoying Godôs creation, but also 

to empower them with skills that 

will enable them to continue to en-

joy nature in the future and even 

share that enjoyment with others. 

We want to cultivate young people 

who are responsible stewards of 

the natural surroundings God has 

provided us with. 

Mystic Lake  

 
Wellspring youth, teens and staff 

have been taking an annual win-

ter trek over to Mystic Lake 

YMCA camp near Claire, MI. for 

eighteen years. This year we had 

a record number come along: 

twenty-eight. The kids got to 

cross-country ski, toboggan, and 

stay in a cabin. For many this 

was a first time experience.  

 

Camping at Sleeping 
Bear Dunes  

  
Each year the Wellspring teenagers 

eagerly anticipate the summer 

camping trip, and this year they 

went to the beautiful Sleeping Bear 

Dunes on the West Coast of Michi-

gan. They swam, hiked, roasted 

marshmallows, and learned about 

the nature and geography of north-

ern Michigan. 

 
Discipleship  
 

Teen Discipleship  
 
Every other Tuesday a dozen 

teens, give or take a few, get 

together from the surrounding 

neighborhood, have Bible 

discussions, pray, share testi-

monies and play games.  

Wellspringôs teens partici-

pated in a few community 

service events this year, 

including Christmas caroling at 

nearby Restoration Towers, a sen-

ior home. Afterwards the residents 

begged them to come back for 

every holiday, including Hallow-

een.  The teens also helped  out 

with Mt. Vernon Baptist Churchôs 

ñMay Dayò again, a fair and pa-

rade for the community.  

Support Received 

Foundations              

Government Grants   

Individuals and Churches  

Businesses & Corporations  

Other   

 Total Support Received  

 

 

$104,379 

21,193 

50,193 

7,225 

4,555 

$187,545 

 

Program Services 

Academic & Recreation Program  

Youth Services   

 Total   

 

Management & General Expense 

 Total Expenses 

Support Received Over Expenses

  

$140,050 

19,649 

$159,699 

 

$24,352 

$184,051 

$3,494 

 

 Sunset at Sleeping Bear Dunes 

Teen group girls perform-

ing for the seniors 

Playing in the snow at Mystic Lake 

 Tobogganing at Mystic Lake 

Crazy play day games 

Year Ended December 31, 2008 



Girl Time  

 
In the spring, girls ages 7-12 who 

are part of the Academic & Rec-

reation Program joined together 

every other Thursday for Girl 

Time, an evening of crafts, snacks, 

Bible study and prayer. Crafts have 

included soap making, crocheting, 

cookie decorating and jewelry 

making.                                 

New to  
Wellspring  

 
Partnerships  
 
Over the summer Wellspring 

hosted a forum for The Kresge 

Foundation that provided an over-

view of the history, needs and de-

velopments of the surrounding 

neighborhood. The forum was fol-

lowed by a tour of the community. 

In December, we were excited to 

receive a three year grant from The 

Kresge Foundation which  

included funds to purchase a new 

van for Wellspring.  

 
Programs  

 
As mentioned before, in the spring 

Wellspring was pleased to be able 

to expand our Academic & Rec-

reation Program to include Kumon 

reading, in addition to math.  With 

the skill gap in reading/English 

language that local school MEAP 

scores demonstrate, this is an aca-

demic area vitally in need of atten-

tion.  At the start of 2008 we had 3 

reading students and by years end 

we were committed to maintaining 

an enrollment of at least 15 stu-

dents.   

 
People  
 
Wellspring had some new volun-

teers join us this year, Mr & Mrs 

Leslie from Geneva Presbyterian 

Church have come weekly to 

help us out with grading. Ms. 

Sherry Short has continued  to 

help instruct our algebra students.  

This summer we had three teens 

work for Wellspring, Amanda Ho-

erauf, Timothy Schumack and 

Mark Schumack. They helped out 

with Kumon, center maintenance, 

and assisted the full time staff. 

They were hired through a partner-

ship of The Skillman Foundation, 

Youth Development Commission, 

and Mt. Vernon Baptist Church.  It 

was great to have the extra hands! 

Timothy has continued on as a vol-

unteer.  

Website  

Wellspring is pleased to announce 
that its new website will be up and 
running late this spring. The web-
site will include an new opportunity 
for Wellspring supporters to donate 
online through paypal. Check us 
out at: 

Wellspring is a neighborhood-based, faith-based youth development or-
ganization in Northwest Detroit working in cooperation with parents and 
community institutions, The mission of Wellspring is to assist urban 
youth in developing their potential spiritually, socially, academically, and 
economically. Our Christian identity leads us to provide human service programming to all regardless of 
religious interest or affiliation, as well as to provide to interested youth the opportunity to engage in spiri-
tual and moral development through Christian discipleship. The Biblical call of social justice, personal mo-
rality and knowing Jesus guides us as we seek to serve the community. Wellspring is affiliated with the 
Christian Community Development Association. Its financial support comes from a broad base which in-
cludes individuals, churches, businesses, civic organizations, founda-
tions, and local government.  
Board of Directors: Ron Spann, Mishael Raiford, John Bayon, Lucinda  
Hawkins, Michelle Whitehead, and Mike Carter.  

Fall Play Day: whipped cream game 

 Amanda, Tim and Mark 

Jeneen: one of our reading students 

Robert and Taylor : Play Day 



 

Grants for 2008 : 
 
Academic & Recreation Program  
 
The Skillman Foundation 
The Kresge Foundation 
Helen L. Kay Foundation 
Youth Development Commission 
Detroit Industrial School Foundation 
Granite Foundation 
Valassis Communications, Inc. 
Village Womanôs Club Foundation 
DTE Energy Foundation 
Christ Church Cranbrook 
Auto Desk, Inc. 
Auto Nation 
TCF Bank 
A. Alfred Taubman Foundation 
City of Detroit/Neighborhood Opportunity Fund 
 

Mystic Lake Winter Camp/Retreat  
 
Young Womanôs Home Association 
 
Youth Services  
 
The Pilgrim Foundation 
Lor Interprises 

 
 
Thank you to Pete Nemish & Dutchmen Tree Farms for their 
generous donation of trees for our annual Christmas tree sale. 
We made record sales this year! 
 
Thank you as well to the many individuals and churches who 
have faithfully supported Wellspring. Also a special thanks to 
our volunteers and board members who serve the community 
through Wellspring.  

 

  Oakland University College Tour 


